initiative the Soviet leader fashioned from the armistice a legal framework for securing a dominant political and economic interest in Romania.
The security police was the blunt instrument of repression of the Communist Party. It was set up according to a Soviet blueprint and under Soviet direction. Broadly speaking, the role assigned by the Soviet authorities to the Siguran †a (the political police) after the 23 August coup was similar to that played by the Siguran †a under King Carol's dictatorship and that of Antonescu, but with one major difference. Whereas the coercion between 1938 and 1944 was directed against one particular group in society, the Jews, and against the small number of individual opponents of the Antonescu regime, it was after the coup extended to the whole of Romanian society. In the building of the People's Democracy, the security police were called upon to eradicate existing political institutions and social structures. Police coercion and intrusion became part of everyday life and a feature of existence which generated a pervasive fear, a state of mind which revolutionized not just society's structures, but also personal behaviour.
Soviet penetration of the secret service, the SSI, and the security police, the Siguran †a, was undertaken by infiltrating them in autumn 1944 with Emil Bodnaraß's 'Patriotic Guards' and with NKVD/NKGB agents. 1 Control of both organizations was secured after the installation of the government of Petre Groza in March 1945. On 27 April, Groza signed an order giving the secretary general control of the SSI. The order stated that the SSI was constituted 'from its own civilian personnel and from military personnel seconded from the Ministry of War on the recommendation of the secretary general'. Another Soviet agent, Serghei Nikonov, was appointed to be the actual director of the SSI, under the supervision of Bodnaraß. Nikonov's career is illustrative of the methods used by the NKGB to inflitrate their agents.
The SSI's remit covered 'the gathering of general intelligence which met the higher interests of the state'. It was organized in four sections, later renamed directorates, and a secretariat. The first section was charged with 'obtaining intelligence from abroad of a political, economic, social and military nature' and 'control of all diplomatic offices abroad', and was sub-divided into three departments, organized on a geographical basis, 'South', 'West' and 'North'. Section one also included the Office for Issuing Entry-Exit Visas and Passports to Romanian Citizens which was to be used 'as an auxiliary means of recruiting part-time informers'. 2 (For details about the informer network see the annex to this chapter.) Here, for the first time, we find a policy statement of a government agency in
